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For Immediate Release – March 21, 2023  

 
Academic Magnet Senior Robin Adams Contributes to 
MUSC Parkinson’s Research and Will Be Published in 

Psychopharmacology Bulletin 
 

Senior Robin Adams is no stranger to hard work, especially when it involves her 
passions and helping others. This past summer, Adams secured a research 
opportunity at the Medical University of South Carolina, earned her Institutional 
Review Board certification as a research scholar, joined the medical professionals 
who have been researching Parkinson’s Disease for five years now, and will soon 
be published in the Psychoparmacology Bulletin for her contributions. 
 
Neurology is an almost hereditary interest for Adams, whose parents have worked 
in the field and entertained Adams with the wonders of the brain since her 
childhood. At Academic Magnet, Adams’ interests became strengthened by her 
coursework in AP Psychology and AP Computer Science. It was her computer 
science courses that helped her realize that computers and coding could be used 
to diagnose and track health issues. It was a spark that led her to reach out to Dr. 
Travis Turner, Director of Neuropsychology, whose specialities include Parkinson’s 
disease, eye-tracking, and computational models. Turner soon recruited Adams, 
enlisting her help in examining the neuromotor degenerative disorder of 
Parkinson’s disease. 
 
As a nascent researcher to the MUSC community, Adams worked to gain her IRB 
certification and then joined the study. She was tasked with “testing the healthy 
spouses of Parkinson’s disease patients in the study by administering a 
standardized cognitive testing booklet and evaluating their score on the test.” She 
also gauged their scores with computer-based tests that “examine the sensitivity 
and speed of eye movements based on stimuli that change in different ways” to 
measure how well subjects’ eyes can adjust to the changes.  
 

 
Robin Adams, Class of 2023 
 
 

Academic Magnet High 
School 

 _______________________  

         Donald R. Kennedy, Sr. 
          Superintendent of Schools 

Anita Huggins 
Deputity Supt. of Schools 

 

         Sherry Eppelsheimer, Ed.D. 
Associate Superintendent of  
High Schools 

 
Jacob Perlmutter 
Principal 

          
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Asked to reflect on the steps that led to her success, Adams shared “I realized how 
important it is to start reaching out to people in fields of interest and how flexible 
the career field is with today’s ever-evolving technology. When you learn what you 
enjoy, you hone skills associated with that. I wasn’t particularly good at computer 
programming in the beginning, but I enjoyed it, so I worked hard at it.” 
 
In the fall, Adams will attend the University of South Carolina where she plans to 
major in computer information systems. She hopes to continue using her computer 
skills in medical settings to create technologies that can diagnose and help those 
suffering from neuromotor degenerative diseases like Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s. 
 
Her forthcoming publication is titled Are Standardized Tests Sensitive to Early 
Cognitive Changes in Parksinon’s Disease? and will be published with authors 
Travis H. Turner, Daniel H. Lench, Sandra Wilson, Christina Marsicano, and 
Federico Roriguez-Porcel. 


